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CHAPTER XIV

The youth stared at the land in front
of hin. Its folinges now secmed ta
veil powers anid horrors. e was nna-
ware of the maochinery of orders thit
plarted the charge, althongh from the
corners of hiseyes he saw an officer,
who looked like n boya horseback,
come gralloping, waving his hat, Sud-
denly he felt o struining snd heaving
mmongr the men, The line fell slowly
forward like a toppling wall and, with
n convulsive gosp that was intended
for a cheer, the regiment began its
Jonrney. The youth was pushéd and
Jostled for o moment before hie under-
stood the movement ot all, but directly
ihe lunged ahead and began to ran,

He fixed his eye upon a distant and
‘prominent ¢lump of trees where he hnd
‘concluded the enemy were to be met,
pnd he ran toward it astoward a gool.
‘He hed believed throughout that it
was o mere guestion of gotting over an
unplensant matter as quick_y as possi-
ble, and he van desperately as if pur-
gued for o murder, His face wasdrown
hard and tight with the stress of his
endeavor, Ila eyes were fixed in a
lurid glore. And with his soiled ond
idisordered dress, his red and intlamed
foatures surmounted by the dingy rag
lwith its spot of blood, his wildly-
sswinging rille and banging secontre-
'ments, be looked to be an insune sol-
dier.

As the regiment swung from its posi-

tion out into o cleared space, the woods
and thickets before it awakened. Yel-
llr-w flames  leapedl toward it from
many dircetions. The forest made o
!rulm'lldnw, objestion.
' The line lurched straight for a mo
jment. Then the right wing swang for
ward; it in tuen wos surpnssed by the
left, Afterward the eenter cirveored
to the front until the regiment wasa
wedge-ghaped mass; but on insiant
later the opposition of the bushes,
trees and uneven pluees on the ground
gplit the commuingl gnd scuttered it into
dotached elusters,

The youth, light-footed, was uncon-
sciously in ndvance. His cyes still
kept aote of the clomp of trees.  From
oll places near it the clonnish yoll of
the enemy couid be heard. The littlo
flames of rifles leaped from it, The
song of the bullets was in the wir and
shells snarled from the sky. One
Amnbled directly into the middle of a

The friend of the youth nronsed.
Lurehing suddenly forward and drop-
ping to his knees, he fired an angry
shot at the persistent woods. I'nis
action awaleened the men. They hud-
dled nomore like sheep, They seemed
suddenly to bethink them of their
wenpons and at once commenced firing.
Belabored by their officers they began
to move forward, The regiment, in-
volved like a cart in mud anid muddle,
started unevenly with many jolts and
jerks. The men stopped now every
few paces to fire and loail, and in this
munner moved slowly on from trees to
trees

The flaming opposition in their front
grew with their advance until it secmied
that all forwanld ways were barved by
the thin leaping tongues nud off to the
right an ominons demonstration could
somotimes be dimly diseerned.

The tommand went painfully for-
ward until an open space interposed
between them and the lurid  Jines.
Here, eronching and cowering behind
pome trees, the men elung with des
peration as if throstened By a wave.
They looked wild-eyed, and amazed ot
this furious disturbance they had
stirred. I the storm, there was
an ironienl expression of their impor-
tunes.

As they hnlted thns, the licutenant
again began to bellow prifanely, Re-
pardless of the vindletive threats of
the bullets, he went about conxing, be-
rating und bedamning,  His lips, that
were habitaslly in o soft and child-like
curve, now writhed into unholy contor-
tions, e swore by all possible deities,

Onee; he grabboed the youth by the
aree “Come on, yeh lunk-head,” he
roared. “'Come cn, Wo'll all it keilled
if wo stay heore. We've only got t' go
across that lot. An' then

The rempinder of his. idea disap-
pearcd in a blue haze of curses.

The youth stretehed forth his arm.
“UCpsus there? THsmouth was puckercd
in doubt and awe.

“Cor'ly,  Jest 'oross th' lot. Weean't
stay  here,” serenmoed the lientenant.
He poked his face elose to the youth
and waved his bandaged hand,  **Come
on.” Presently he grappled with him
ab if for a wrestling bout, Itwas as
he planned to deag the youth by the
ear on to the nssiult,

The private felt o sudden unspeak-
able indignation oagainst his officer.
He wrenched flercely and shools him
ofl,

“Come on yerself, then,” he yelled
There was a bittor challenge in his
volee.

They palloped together down the
rerimental front. The fripnd seram
bled after them.  Tu front of the col:
ors the three men began to  bawl:
“Come on! Come onl” They danced
und gyrated like tortured savages,

The flag, obedicnt to these appeals
bended He glittering form and swept
townrd them.  The men wavered in in
decision for o moment and then with o
lotig, wailful ery, the dilapidated rogl-

the depleterd regiment hoa ngalnl

reached the tiest open spuce they were |
recelving o fost and merciless fire.
There secmed to be mobs all about
them,

The gretter part of the men, dis-
eouraged, their spirits worn by the tur-
moil, acted s if stunned. They saept- |
ed the pelting of the bullets with |
bowed and weary heads. It was of no
purpose o strive againgt walls, It was |
of no use to sbatter themselves against
granite. And from this conscionsness
that they bad attempted to conguer an
noconguerible thing there seomud to
nrisoe o fecling that they had been be-
trayed, They glowered  with bent
brows, but dangerously, upon some of
the officors, more particularly veoon
the red-benrded one with the voice of
triple bross,

However, the rear of the regiment
was fringed with men who continued
to shoot ircitably ot the advancing foes,
They seemed resolved to wake cvery
tronble, The youshiiul leutenunt wos
perhaps the st man in the disordered
mass.  His forgotten back wos towand
the enemy. He had been shotin the
urm. Tt hung straight and righd.  Oc- l
easionally he would cense to remember [
it and be nbout to emphasize an onth
with o sweeping gesture,  Tho multi-
plied pain daused him to swenr with
ineredible power,

The youth went along with slipping,
unecrtain foet. Mo ke pt watehinl eyes
rearwird. A secowl of mortifleation
pud rage was upon his foce.  He had
thought of o fine revenge upon the
olticer who had referred to him and to
his fellows as mule drivers. RBut he

suw Lhat it could not come to pass. |
His drewms had eollapsed when the
mitle dvivers, dwindling rapudly, had
wavered ond hesitated on the Mitle |
clearing und then had recoiled. And
now the retreat of the mule drivers was
a mareh of shame to him.

A dapger-pointed goze from without
his blnclened face was held toward the
covmy, ‘but his greater hatred was
viveted upon the man who, not know-
ing him, had called him a mule driver.

When he kuew that he and his com-
rades had failed to do anything in sue-
cessinl ways that might bring the little
pungs of a kind of remorse npon the
ofiicer, the youth allowed the rage of
the bafited L0 pOsSESs him. This cold
ofticer upon a monument who dropped
I"E'Ii[}ll".'\ uneoneerne ell".' doven, wonld |
be finer ns o dead man, he thonght,
So grievons did bhe think it that he
eould pever possess the seeret right to
taunt traly in answer,

He had pietured réd letters of enrions
rovenge. “We aro mule drl , Ure
we!” And now he was compelled to
throw thom nway.

Il presently wrapped his heart In
the eloak of his pride and kept the flug |
erect,  Heharungued his fellows, push-
Iug against their chiosts withe his froo
hand,  Tothoso hie knew well, he mad
frantle uppenls, Deseceliing them by
name.  Between him ‘.nul the Heaten-

Gawd.” Tis further words were lost
in e roar of witked thunder from the
men's rifles,

The yonth’s eyes bod instantly
turned in the direction indicated by
the awekened and pgitated Hentenant,
and he had seen the haze of treashery
disclosing o body of soldiers of the
enemy.  They were so nenr that he
could see their fentures. There was a
reeoonition os he looked ot the types
of faces, Also he perecived with dim
nmazement that their uniforms were
rather guy in ofect, being light griy
plontifully accented wath o brilliant-
hued fucing.  ‘i'vo, the clothes seemed
naew.

These traops hadapparently been go-
ing  forward, with eauntion, their
rifles held in resdiness, when the
youthful lieutenant had  discovered
them aud thelr movement had been in-
terrupted by the volley from the blue
rogiment, From the moment's glimpse,
it was derived that they had been un-
awere of the proxhmity of heir dark-
suited foes, or, had mistuken the dirce-
tion.  Almost instnntly, they were shut
utterly from the youtl's sight by the
smolie from the cnergetie vifles of his
companions. e strained his vision to
Jenrn the accomplishment of the volley,
but the smoke hunge belfore him.

The two bodies of troops exchanged
blows in the maoner of a pair of box-
ors. JIhe fast, angry fivings went back
agnd forth, Tho wmen in blue were in.
tent with the despuir of their cirenms
stanoes, and they seized upon the re-
venge to bo bad ot elose range. Their
thunder swelled loud and valiant,
Their  eurving front  bristled  with
flazlies and the ];l.‘a-\ ¢ resopnded with
the claogor of thelr ramrods. The
vonth ducked and dodged fora time,
and  achieved o few unsitisfactory
views of the onemy, There appeared
to be many of them, and they were re-
plying swiftly. They seemod moving
toward the Wue regriment step by step.
o seated himeclf gloomily on the
ground with his flag Dbetween his
linoes.

As he noted the vicious, wolf-like
temper of his comrades he had o
swooet thought thoat if the cnemy was
about to swallow the regimental broom
ns a large prisoner it could at least
hinve the consolation of golng down
with bristles forward,

But the blows of the antagonist be-
gan o orow more weale.  Pewer bitl-
lots ripped the ale, and finelly, when
the men slockened to learn of the
fight, they could see only dark, float-
g smoke. The regiment loy still and
guzed.  Presently somo chiunee whim
came to the pestering blur and it be-
ean to eoil heavily away, The men
suw o ground vacant of fighters. 1t
would have been on emply stage if it
were not fora few corpses thut lay
thrown and twisted into fantastio
shopes upon the sward., At sight of
this tableau many of the men in blue
nge from behlnd their covers and
de nn ungninly dance of joy. Their

themselves unawares upon his engaged
SCMSeS,

Several men came hurryingup. Their
foces expressed a bringing of great
NOWS

“Oh, Flem, ych jest oughta heard,”
cricd one; engerly.

*Heprd what!” said the yoath,

“Yeh jest onghta heard,” repeated
the other, ns he arrunged himsolf to
Lell his tidingm.
'I'hc othors maade
an exeited eirs
ele, “Well, sir,
th' colonel met
your lisntenant
right Ly ns—it
waa the dernd-
ost thinse I evor
hoard—an' he
s05: ‘Ahem,” ses
he, *Mr. Has-
bronek,” he ses
by th' way, who
wits  that  Iad
what earried th'
flar,’ he ecs
There, Flem,
what do sch
thinle a that? *Who was the lad slind
corvied th' flag? he ecs, an' the licu-
tepant, he spesks up right away
“That's Flomin', an' he's a Jimhickey,'
e ses;  Th' lieutenant, he ses: ‘He's o
Jimhickey,' and the colonel, lic ses:
‘Ahem, hie is indeed @ very good man ¢
have. Tle kep'th' flag woy £ th' front,

EEVERAL MEN CAMR,

colonel. ‘You bet,' ses the lieutenant,
‘he an’ afeller named Wilson was at th
head o th' charge, an' howlin' like In-
dians, all the time,' he ses. ‘Tead o the
¢liarge all the lll?h ) he ses. ‘A feller
pumed Wilson,' he ses.  There, Wilson,
m' boy, put that in a letter an' gond it
hum ' yer mother, hey? ‘A foller
named Wilson,' hie ses. An' the volonel,
he ses; *Were they indeed? Ahlem,
ahem. My sakes,’ he ses. *At th’ hend
o' th' reg'ment? he ges, "l'hc\' vere,
ses the licutensnt. *My snles.’ sos the
eolonel. Mo ses: ‘Well, woll, well,' ho
se8, ‘those two babies? *They were,
ses the Nentenunt, *Well, well,! ses the
eolonel, ‘they deserve ' be major gen-
erals, he ses. ‘They deserve t be ma-
jor generals.' "

The youth nand his friend said:
“Hol," *Yer lyln', Thompsen,” *Oh,
go to blazes." *“‘He never said §t"
YOh, what a lie,” “Huh" Buot de-
spite these youthiful seoffings and cm-

faces were deeply flushing from thrills

glanee of joy snd congratulation,

They speedily forgot many things.
The past held no pietures of error and
disappolotinent. They were very Liappy.

THE END.
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